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May 27, 1994
REGENTS APPROVE UM FORESTRY SCHOOL’S NEW BOLLE CENTER 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana forestry school’s new Bolle Center for People and Forests got an 
official nod from the state Board of Regents at the board’s meeting last week.
Created through a $500,000 Valentine’s Day gift from fashion designer Liz Claiborne and 
her husband Art Ortenberg, the Bolle Center fosters interdisciplinary education, research and 
community outreach to advance understanding of the relationships between people and forests. The 
goal of the Bolle Center is to prolong forest diversity through healthy coexistence with human 
communities.
"We’ve been looking forward to this and are delighted," said forestry Professor David 
Jackson, acting director of the Bolle Center.
Jackson said the regents’ approval allows the center to forge ahead with revising curriculum 
to create a new master’s degree in ecosystem management and to develop a new forests and human 
communities emphasis in the undergraduate resource conservation degree. Those programs should 
be up and running by fall 1995, he said.
The center has already established an active outreach program with public lectures that 
brought Assistant Secretary of the Interior George T. Frampton, Jr., Assistant Secretary of 
Agriculture James Lyons, Deputy Director of the Bureau of Land Management Denise Meredith 
and NASA scientist Compton Tucker to the UM campus earlier this year, Jackson said.
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The center is named for former forestry Dean Arnold Bolle, a longtime leader in resource 
conservation. As a UM forestry professor in the 1950s, Bolle developed a resource conservation 
program that integrated a scientific approach to ecosystem management with an understanding of 
how forest management affects people. His program was eventually adopted by forestry schools 
nationwide.
Bolle’s career spanned more than 40 years; he was active in conservation organizations until 
his death from cancer March 18.
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